
 
 
Matthew 5:43-48 NIV 
1.  LOVE your ENEMIES (v.44a) 
 
 
 
Agape – unconditional love.  Love that seeks another’s 
highest welfare 
 
 
 
Romans 5:8 NIV 
 
 
 
Who is your enemy? 
 
 
 
 
2.  Pray for your persecutors (v.44b) 
Charles Spurgeon - “prayer is the forerunner of mercy” 
 
 
 
Prayer changes your HEART 
 
 
 
Prayer helps us to focus on the “WHY” behind the 
“WHAT” 
 
 
Ephesians 6:12 NIV 
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3.  Demonstrate your ADOPTION (v.45) 
 
 
 
John 13:35 NIV 
 
 
 
Matthew 5:9-10 NIV 
 
 
 
4.  Love UNCONDITIONALLY (v.46-47) 
 
 
God’s love is based on GRACE 
 
 
 
John 3:16 NIV 
 
1 Timothy 2:4 NIV 
 
 
 
5.  Be like your HEAVENLY FATHER 
 
 
Matthew 19:26 NIV 

 
 

2 Corinthians 3:18 NIV 
 
 

“Loveing your enemy doesn’t earn you the reward of 
heaven.  Tresuring the reward of heaven empowers you to 
love your enemy.”  - John Piper 
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